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The legend function is extraordinarily flexible and allows many options. Type ‘?legend’ for a 
comprehensive look. However, a handful of options usually create the result you are after. For the current 
example:

The first argument, “topleft”, locates the legend in the plotting area. Of course, the desired location depends 
on the graph and on your specific preferences. All possibilities: “bottom”, “bottomleft”, “left”, “topleft”, “top”, 
“topright”, “right”, “bottomright”, and “center”. Experiment with the inset argument to tweak the location. Given 
our “topleft” request, an inset equal to 0 (the default) places the legend squarely in the upper-left corner. Larger 
values of inset create more white space between the borders and the legend’s edge. You can rerun the plotting 
command and the legend function in an iterative fashion until you find the look you like.

The legend labels—‘legend = c(“Yes”, “No”)’—and line types must match. In the current example, 
because the “Yes” category appears first in the legend argument, and because the “Yes” line is dashed, the 
plotting value for a dashed line, line type 2, appears first in the lty argument. Also, our interaction.plot 
syntax requested ‘lwd=2’, lines a bit heavier than the default, so the legend syntax asks for heavier lines, as 
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Figure 5.2  Multiple-Line Chart with Numeric Dependent Variable (No Legend)

Locates the legend in the plotting area

Labels the categories

Specifies the same line weight displayed in the graph

Specifies distance from the plot borders

Suppresses the box around the legend

Make sure the line types match the legend labels


